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From:
Sent: 22 April 2021 12:19
To:
Subject: FW: Royal Dutch Shell Due Diligence 

  
 

From:  @ScienceMuseum.ac.uk>  
Sent: 07 December 2020 15:14 
To:  @ScienceMuseum.ac.uk> 
Cc:  @ScienceMuseum.ac.uk>;   

@ScienceMuseum.ac.uk>;  @sciencemuseum.ac.uk> 
Subject: RE: Royal Dutch Shell Due Diligence  

Dear   

This is ok. 

Thanks 

 

  
 

From:  @ScienceMuseum.ac.uk>  
Sent: 03 December 2020 16:07 
To:  @ScienceMuseum.ac.uk> 
Cc:  @ScienceMuseum.ac.uk>;   

@ScienceMuseum.ac.uk>;  @ScienceMuseum.ac.uk> 
Subject: Royal Dutch Shell Due Diligence  

Good afternoon,   

Please find attached the due diligence for Royal Dutch Shell, for your consideration.  

Kind regards, 
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human rights violations committed by Nigerian security forces in the 1990s. Accusations suggested 
that Shell were complicit in the summary execution of the nine Ogoni tribe leaders. Shell settled a 
subsequent lawsuit brought against them in 2009 for $15.5 million but refused to accept any liability 
relating to the allegations (Amnesty International 28/11/2017, The Independent 28/11/2017, The 
Guardian 28/11/2017). 

Corruption and Undue Influence 
• Royal Dutch Shell Plc and Italian oil company Eni SpA are currently being tried in Italy over bribery

charges relating to a $1.3 billion payment for the acquisition of Nigerian oil block OPL 245.  Much of the
money is claimed to have been divided up between Nigerian government officials. Italian prosecutors
are seeking prison terms of up to nine years for executives from both companies who are accused of
being involved (Nasdaq.com 20/12/2017, Bloomberg 06/03/2018, Reuters 13/03/2018).

• In November 2017, reports emerged that members of the Department of International Trade had
attempted to lobby on behalf of Shell and BP in meetings with Brazilian government. The Brazilian
government made a proposal for up to $300 billion in tax relief for developing offshore oil and gas and
BP and Shell were granted drilling licenses (The Independent 20/11/2017, Unearthed 29/11/2017).

• Shell have been criticised for their connection to the American Legislative Exchange Council (Alec), a
non-profit organisation which drafted model legislation denying any human contribution to climate
change. They discontinued their membership of the Council in 2015. Shell remain a member of the
American Petroleum Institute (API), which is alleged to obstruct climate change policies (The Guardian
07/08/2015, The Independent 11/04/2016, Current Membership List of API).

• In 2004, Shell was found to have violated reporting, record-keeping, and anti-trust rules, including
overstating the size of their oil reserves by about 20%. The company paid almost $150 million in fines
imposed by American and British regulators, fired three senior executives, and adopted some
corporate governance changes to settle shareholder lawsuits (The Wall Street Journal 02/11/2014,
The Globe and Mail 02/09/2005).

Environmental Issues 
Shell has been subject to legal action relating to climate change: 

• In January 2018, NYC sought to claim compensation from BP Plc, Chevron Corp., ConocoPhillips, Exxon
Mobil Corp., and Shell Plc for dramatic climate change impacts. In May 2018, the companies asked the
judge overseeing the trial to dismiss the charges. Similar suits were filed in Oakland and San Francisco,
all of which were dismissed (Bloomberg 10/01/2018, 04/05/2018).

• Shell has been criticised for their gas drilling operations in Groningen, which has caused minor
earthquakes in the county and damaged people’s homes. The Dutch government took over the project
in 2018 with the intent of brining operations to a close by 2022 (New York Times 24/10/2019).

• In April 2018, Friends of the Earth in Netherlands threatened legal action, intending to compel Shell to
amend its business practices to meet the climate goals of the Paris Agreement. A spokesperson for
Shell said the company strongly supported the Paris agreement. In April 2019, Shell were severed a
legal summons as a result. The case is ongoing as of December 2020 (Friends of the Earth
Netherlands/Milieudefensie 04/04/2018, The Guardian 04/04/2018, The Independent 08/04/2018).

• The company has been criticised for its handling of oil spills in the past. Shell has admitted liability in
certain instances, paying a fine of £22,500 for a North Sea spill in 2011, and paying £55 million in 2015
to communities affected in the Niger Delta. Shell has also been criticised and fined by environmental
agencies, including being issued with improvement notices by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) in
the UK. The notice related to the lack of protection provided to workers on their North Sea platform in
case of an emergency (BBC News 19/08/2011, The Independent 24/11/2015, Reuters 07/01/2015,
The Guardian 17/05/2015, The Journal 05/09/2016, BBC News 29/05/2014, The Guardian
01/05/2010).








